《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - Revelation》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
The Revelation of Jesus Christ; that made by Jesus Christ. 

Which God gave unto him; here, as uniformly in the New Testament, Christ is represented as acting according to the commission which he has received from God the Father. Compare John 3:34; John 5:20; John 7:16; John 10:32; John 12:49. 

Must shortly come to pass; these words may be understood as meaning that the series of events here foretold must soon begin to be accomplished. But this limitation is not necessary, since the constant representation of Scripture is, that with the Lord a thousand years are but as one day, and that the coming of Christ and the end of all things is always at hand, chapter Revelation 22:20; 1 Peter 4:7; 2 Peter 3:8; 2 Peter 3:12; and especially Luke 18:8. 

He sent; whether we understand Jesus Christ, as in chap Revelation 22:16, or God, as in chap Revelation 22:6, is unimportant, since in the matter of this revelation the Father and the Son are one. 

By his angel; making use of his ministry, chap Revelation 22:6; Revelation 22:8; Revelation 22:16. 

John; the apostle John. The Lord reveals as many things as it is needful for his people in this life to know; and many things which are now dark and mysterious will hereafter be made plain. John 13:7. 

Verse 2
The word of God; the word revealed by God. 

The testimony of Jesus Christ; the testimony borne to the truth by Jesus Christ, "the faithful and true Witness," chap Revelation 3:14. 

Verse 3
Keep those things; remember the truths herein taught, and do the duties required. 

The time is at hand; see note to verse Revelation 1:1. 

Verse 4
To the seven churches which are in Asia; we are to understand here the Roman province of Proconsular Asia, embracing the provinces of Mysia, Lydia, Caria, and as it would seem, the western part of Phrygia also, in which Laodicea was situated. From the naming of these seven it does not follow that there were not other churches in Asia. The number seven, which is the symbol of completeness, prevails throughout this book, and is designedly chosen here. 

Which is, and which was, and which is to come; that is, the self-existent and eternal God, who has life in himself. The words seem to be an exposition of the meaning of the Hebrew word Jehovah. See note to Exodus 6:3. 

The seven spirits which are before his throne; the same as the "seven lamps of fire burning before the throne," chap Revelation 4:5. As this and the following verse contain a benediction from the Father and the Son, we must suppose that it is them, as elsewhere, and not any created spirits. In accordance with the emblematical character of this book, he is described under the number seven, to denote his manifold and perfect divine operations. Compare the seven "eyes of the Lord which run to and fro through the whole earth," Zechariah 4:10; and the seven eyes of the Lamb, "which are the seven spirits of God sent forth into all the earth," chap Revelation 5:6; both which represent one and the same Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father and the Son. 

Verse 5
The First-begotten of the dead; the first who rose to die no more, and the leader and head of all who shall be by his divine power raised from the dead to eternal life. 

Him; Jesus Christ. 

Verse 6
Kings and priests; to reign with him in glory, chap Revelation 22:5, and to offer to God through him spiritual sacrifices, 1 Peter 2:5. The source of grace, mercy, and peace, is the self-existent, eternal, unchangeable Jehovah; and for the manifestation of himself as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, in redeeming and sanctifying men, he is worthy of, and will receive the highest glory for ever. 

Verse 7
He cometh; for the deliverance of his friends and the ruin of his enemies. 

They also which pierced him-all kindreds of the earth shall wail; there is here an allusion to Zechariah 12:10-14, but with a different application of the words. In Zechariah it is a penitential mourning; but here, as in Matthew 24:30, where the same words are used, it is a mourning of terror in view of Christ’s coming to take vengeance on the wicked. Compare 2 Thessalonians 1:8. 

Verse 8
Alpha and Omega; these are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, and by thus applying them to himself, Christ shows that he is the cause and end of all things. Compare Isaiah 44:6. 

Is-was-is to come; a description of Christ as Jehovah, self-existent, unchangeable, and eternal. See note to verse Revelation 1:4. 

Verse 9
Brother-companion; a fellow-Christian, who, with others, was suffering persecution on account of his religion. 

Patmos; a desolate island in the Aegean sea. 

For the word of God; on account of my fidelity in preaching it. He had been banished to Patmos by the persecutors of Christianity. 

Verse 10
In the Spirit; under his miraculous and prophetical influence. 

The Lord’s day; the first day of the week, commemorating the Lord’s resurrection, and observed as a day of divine worship, the Christian Sabbath. 

A great voice; that of Jesus Christ. Verse Revelation 1:13. The fact that the first day of the week was regarded by the apostles and first Christians as, in a special sense, the Lord’s day, and that it was known and kept as such, devoted to divine worship and acts of beneficence throughout the churches, indicates the will of God that it should be observed in all coming ages as the Christian Sabbath. 1 Corinthians 16:2. 

Verse 11
Ephesus; the capital city of Proconsular Asia, lying near the Mediterranean sea. 

Smyrna; a seaport of the Mediterranean about forty miles north of Ephesus. 

Pergamos; on the river Caicus, about twenty miles from the sea, and sixty miles north of Smyrna. 

Thyatira; a city in the province of Lydia north-east of Smyrna. 

Sardis; a city east of Smyrna, and about thirty miles south-east of Thyatira. 

Philadelphia; about seventy miles east of Smyrna. 

Loadicea; a city in the west of Phrygia, about a hundred miles east of Ephesus. 

Verse 12
Seven golden candlesticks; these represented the seven churches in the places above mentioned. Verse Revelation 1:20. 

Verse 13
One like unto the Son of man; compare Daniel 7:13, where "one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days." In both cases it is Christ, who, when on earth, called himself "the Son of man." In the description of his person that follows, the writer combines what is said of "the Ancient of days," that is, God, Daniel 7:9, and of the "man clothed in linen," Daniel 10:5-6. Thus he ascribes to Christ the characters of deity. 

Verse 15
Fine brass; the word used in the original is generally thought to denote a mixed metal composed of gold and silver, and distinguished for its brilliancy. 

As if they burned in a furnace; shining with intense brightness. 

Verse 16
Seven stars; representing the angels of the seven churches, verse Revelation 1:20. 

A sharp two-edged sword; with which he smites the nations, chap Revelation 19:15; compare Isaiah 11:4; Isaiah 49:2, which are also prophecies of the Messiah. The symbol denotes the efficacy of his doctrine, and of the judgments uttered by him against the wicked. 

Verse 17
As dead; being overcome by the divine majesty and glory of the Redeemer. 

The first and the last; a direct ascription to himself of the attributes of deity. See Isaiah 43:10; Isaiah 44:6. A full view of the Saviour’s glory would be more than any man in his life could bear; and in the future life, while it will be unfolding to the admiring eye of his people with greater and greater clearness for ever, all that they will see will only enlarge their conceptions of the infinitude of what remains unseen. 

Verse 18
The keys of hell and of death; supreme power over hell and death. Hell, in the original Hades, is here the place of the dead. 

Verse 19
The things which thou hast seen; in the vision just described. 

Which are; the present state of the seven churches, chaps Revelation 2:1-29; Revelation 3:1-22. 

Which shall be; the revelations of future events which he is about to receive. 

Verse 20
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches; probably their spiritual leaders. 

Are the seven churches; represent them. The fact that Jesus Christ said, "The seven candlesticks are the seven churches," does not require us to believe that a candlestick is literally a church; nor do his words, "This is my body," Matthew 26:26, require us to believe that bread is literally flesh. What he meant in each case, is that one is an emblem of the other; and it is his meaning, not the mere sound of the words, by which we should be governed. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
The seven epistles to the seven churches of Asia have a remarkable agreement in their structure. They all begin with the same form of address, with which is connected one or more of the attributes of the Son of God, as given in the first chapter. Then follow the words, "I know thy works," with reproofs, commendations, warnings, and encouragements adapted to the case of each church. They all close with the solemn call: "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches"; and with a promise "to him that overcometh," which varies with each church. In the case of the first three churches, the call to hear precedes the promise; in that of the other four, the reverse is true. We are to understand each address as sustained by all the attributes of the Son of God named in the other addresses, and each promise as including all the good contained in the other promises. From the seven different conditions of the seven churches addressed, arises such a manifoldness and completeness of instruction as adapts these epistles to the spiritual wants of all Christ’s churches in all ages. They are expressed with wonderful vividness and power, and should be earnestly studied by all-teachers and taught-who hope to find, at the last day, their names not blotted out of the Lamb’s book of life, but confessed by him before his Father, and before his angels, chap Revelation 3:5. 

Holdeth the seven stars in his right hand; these words express Christ’s supreme power and authority over all the rulers and teachers of his churches. From him they receive it; and to him they must render their account at the last day. 

Walketh in the midst-candlesticks; words which represent Christ’s constant presence with his churches. For their qualifications for usefulness, and for their fidelity and success, ministers and Christians are dependent upon Jesus Christ. He sees their thoughts and feelings as well as their outward conduct, and he requires that they be not only sincerely, but earnestly devoted to his service. 

Verse 2
Evil; corrupt in doctrine and practice. 

Which say they are apostles; false teachers who claimed for themselves the authority of apostles, such as are described by Paul in his second epistle to the Corinthians, chap 2 Corinthians 11:13, etc, and foretold in his address to the elders of Ephesus, Acts 20:29-30. 

Verse 4
Left thy first love; for the abatement of which no steadfastness in outward services can be a compensation, since it is the heart that Christ desires. 

Verse 5
Do the first works; devote thyself as earnestly and heartily to my service as at the beginning. 

Remove thy candlestick; extinguish the light of thy church-an awful warning which Christ fulfilled long ago to the church in Ephesus, that has been for centuries extinct, and which he has fulfilled to many unfaithful churches since. 

Verse 6
Nicolaitanes; a corrupt sect, who seem to have turned Christian liberty into licentiousness. 

Verse 7
Overcometh; in the conflict with sin. Compare Matthew 24:13; Ephesians 6:13. 

The tree of life; compare chap Revelation 22:2. To eat of the tree of life in the earthly paradise was to our first parents the token. By sin they lost the right to eat of it, and fell under the sentence of death. But Christ restores what was lost in Adam in a higher and nobler form. 

Verse 9
But thou art rich; spiritually rich, notwithstanding thy deep poverty in temporal things. Here, as in all the epistles, the angel of the church represents the church itself, and what is said to him is said to the church also. 

Say they are Jews; a corrupt sect of Judaizers seems to be referred to. They boasted of their Jewish origin, and magnified the institutions of Judaism, but lacked the spirit of true Jews, Romans 2:28-29, and had, instead of it, the spirit of Satan. To true believers, Christ is a faithful, ever-present, all-sufficient friend; making them rich in the deepest poverty, honorable in the greatest abasement, and blessed in the heaviest trials. 2 Corinthians 4:17-18. 

Verse 10
The devil shall cast some of you into prison; you shall be cast by his instigation. 

Ten days; a symbolical designation for a short time. The persecution of Christians on account of their religion is instigated by Satan; and those who engage in it are his servants, doing his work, and ripening for the place prepared for him and his angels. Matthew 25:41. 

Verse 11
The second death; the punishment of the wicked in the future world. 

Verse 12
The sharp sword with two edges; see note to chap Revelation 1:16. 

Verse 13
Satan’s seat; the place in which and from which he exerts great influence. 

Verse 14
Hold the doctrine of Balaam; imitate Balaam in their spirit and teachings. When Balaam could not obtain permission to curse Israel, he counselled Balak to seduce the Israelites to fornication and idolatry through the agency of the women of Moab. Numbers 25:1-9; Numbers 31:16; 2 Peter 2:15-16; Judges 1:11-12. 

Verse 17
The hidden manna; the true spiritual manna laid up in heaven for Christ’s faithful servants; alluding to the literal manna that was laid up before the Lord in holy of holies. Exodus 16:32-34. 

A white stone; there is a reference here to the practice in common use among the ancients of making inscriptions on small stones for various purposes. White is the color of victory. 

A new name written; expressive of the new character and new privileges bestowed upon the bearer. 

No man knoweth, saving he that receiveth it; an intimation that the love of God shed abroad in the hearts of his children here, and the heavenly inheritance of which it is the foretaste and earnest, can be known only by possession; perhaps, also, that each child of God has his own individual experience, which he alone can understand. The blessedness of true religion is great beyond description, and known only to those who enjoy it. 

Verse 19
Last-more than the first; instead of declining, they had increased in good works. 

Verse 20
Jezebel; a wicked woman like the wife of king Ahab; pretending to be a religious teacher, yet seducing the people into error and sin. The doctrine that she taught was the same as "the doctrine of Balaam," chap Revelation 2:14. 

Verse 22
I will cast her into a bed; a bed of sickness, instead of the bed of fornication which she encourages. Thus Christ will punish her and her followers with great judgments. 

Verse 23
Her children; her followers. The discrimination of character which Christ will make as to each individual, will show his complete knowledge of the heart, and that nothing has ever been thought, said, or done, with which he was not perfectly acquainted. 

Verse 24
The depths of Satan, as they speak; this Jezebel and her followers were in the habit of speaking of the depths of knowledge which they possessed; but the apostle calls them the depths of Satan. 

Verse 26
Over the nations; they shall not prevail against him, but he shall prevail over them. 

Verse 27
He shall rule them; reign with Christ over all his foes. 

As I received of my Father; Psalms 2:8-9. 

Verse 28
Give him the morning-star; to shine in glory with Christ the true Morning-star. Chap Revelation 22:16. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
A name; the merely outward profession and form of religion. Persons may be regular in the outward form of religion, and yet destitute of its spirit. Without an effectual change, such cannot escape the judgments of God. 

Verse 2
Things which remain; their remaining attachment to truth and duty. 

Verse 3
Received and heard; the blessings bestowed, and the truths inculcated upon them. 

As a thief; suddenly and unexpectedly. 

Verse 4
Not defiled their garments; not embraced error or indulged in sin. 

In white; a state of purity and blessedness. 

Verse 5
I will not blot out his name-I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels; Matthew 10:32-33; Matthew 25:34-40. Character is personal; and amid great and abounding iniquity individuals may faithfully serve God and be ripening for glory. 

Verse 7
The key of David; that is, the key of the house of David. Compare Isaiah 22:22, from which passage the language is borrowed, but with a far higher application. To have the key of David’s house, is to exercise supreme dominion there, which is expressed by the acts of opening and shutting at will; in other words, it is to be supreme on David’s throne. Compare Luke 1:32-33 : "The Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever"; where the "house of Jacob" is the true spiritual Israel, embracing all who have through faith become "Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise," Galatians 3:29. 

Verse 8
An open door; in allusion to the declaration of the preceding verse: "he that openeth, and no man shutteth." The words seem to mean full liberty in professing and preaching the gospel. Compare 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3. 

Verse 9
Synagogue of Satan-say they are Jews; see note to chap Revelation 2:9. 

Worship before thy feet; humble themselves before thee. God can at any time humble the most bitter persecutors of his people, and make them their cordial friends, or utterly destroy them. 

Verse 10
The hour of temptation; a season of fiery trial, apparently in the shape of severe persecution. 

Verse 11
Thy crown; the crown of life which Christ will bestow upon all who continue faithful to him. 

Verse 12
A pillar in the temple of my God; give him a permanent place in God’s spiritual temple. Compare Ephesians 2:20-22; 1 Peter 2:5. 

The name of my God-the name of the city of my God-my new name; thus marking him as belonging for ever to God, to the city of God, and to Christ, who has redeemed him by his own blood. The new name of Christ is that which belongs to him in his glorified state as the conqueror of death and all the powers of darkness. It therefore marks its possessor as admitted to share Christ’s glory with him. Compare verse Revelation 3:21; John 17:24. 

Verse 14
The Amen; he who will cause all his words to be accomplished. 

The beginning of the creation; its Author and Lord. See notes to Colossians 1:15-17. 

Verse 15
Neither cold nor hot; lukewarm, indifferent in religion. 

Thou wert cold or hot; madest no pretension to my service, or else wert zealous in it. 

Verse 16
Spew thee out; reject with abhorrence. God abhors indifference in religion no less really than he does open infidelity or open immorality. 

Verse 17
I am rich; have knowledge and religion enough. 

Wretched; on account of their ignorance of their wants and their indifference to religion. 

Verse 18
Gold-white raiment-eye-salve; representing the rich spiritual blessings which Christ will give to those who look to him. Isaiah 45:22. The more cold and formal men are in religion, the more self-confident they are-the less they feel their need of Christ and his salvation; and without a great change, they will never obtain the blessings of his favor. 

Verse 19
I rebuke and chasten; to deliver them from sin, and prepare them for heaven. 

Verse 20
I stand at the door; representing his readiness and desire to bestow all needed good upon all who serve him. 

Sup with him, and he with me; which would be to their rich mutual joy. Christ is ready to save men; but in order to be saved by him, they must receive him in faith and love as their Redeemer, and devote life to his service. If they are lost, it will be on account of their opposition to him, and their refusal to accept of his salvation. 

Verse 21
To sit with me; in a state of high and eternal exaltation and blessedness. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
And the first voice-talking with me; or, And the first voice which I heard as of a trumpet talking with me; the voice, namely, mentioned in chap Revelation 1:10. 

Verse 2
I was in the Spirit; rapt in prophetic vision. With the command, "Come up hither," he was immediately carried in vision through the open door into heaven. 

Verse 3
A jasper; a precious stone of various colors, as purple, blue, green. In chap Revelation 21:11, the light of the new Jerusalem is compared with it for brilliancy. 

A sardine stone; a precious stone of a bright red color. Compare Ezekiel 1:27, where he who sits on the throne has "the appearance of fire." An emerald; a gem of a soft green color. Created objects can but very imperfectly represent the divine majesty and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. The whole creation can afford, But some faint shadows of my Lord; Nature, to make his beauties known, Must mingle colors not her own. 

Verse 4
Four and twenty elders; the representatives of God’s people under the Old and New Testament dispensations, twelve for each, answering to the twelve tribes of Israel, and the twelve apostles of Christ. 

Verse 5
Out of the throne proceeded lightnings, and thunderings, and voices; representing the awful majesty, holiness, and power of God. 

Seven lamps of fire burning before the throne; see note to chap Revelation 1:4. 

Verse 6
A sea of glass like unto crystal; chap Revelation 15:2; an expanse of crystal-line clearness and splendor. It answers to the "paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in its clearness," Exodus 24:10; and to the firmament "as the color of the terrible crystal" on which the throne of God rested, Ezekiel 1:22; Ezekiel 1:26. 

Four beasts; rather, four living creatures. The word in the original is different from that applied to the persecuting beasts in chap Revelation 11:7; Revelation 13:1; Revelation 13:11, etc. The agreement between these four living creatures and the cherubim of Ezekiel’s vision, chaps Revelation 1:10, is so remarkable, that we must suppose that in both cases the same thing is represented. In both places they appear as the immediate attendants upon God’s throne, of which in Ezekiel they are the bearers; in both places they have the same four faces, only that in Ezekiel each has all the four, while here they are distributed one to each; in both places, moreover, their bodies are full of eyes. In their six wings, and in their ceaseless cry, "Holy, holy, holy," they agree with the seraphim of Isaiah. They seem to represent all the created powers and agencies by which God administers his providential government over the world; which are all pervaded by his omniscient Spirit, and stand ever ready to do his bidding; which all show forth his praises, and execute with unerring certainty his high purposes. 

Full of eyes; representing their ever wakeful vigilance and discernment of God’s will. In Ezekiel they and the wheels by them are all pervaded by the one Spirit of God: "Whithersoever the Spirit was to go they went; thither was their spirit to go," chap Revelation 1:20. None of God’s creatures are omniscient, but his omniscience directs all their movements. 

Verse 7
Like a lion; representing power, majesty, and dominion. 

A calf; a young bullock or ox, an emblem of laborious and patient endurance. 

Face as a man; indicative of reason, intelligence, and kindness. 

A flying eagle; denoting swiftness, keen-sightedness, and elevation. Another view of these four faces is, that they represent the heads of the four divisions into which the Hebrews distributed the living creation-man, cattle, beasts, birds-uniting in themselves the powers and attributes of all; in other words, that all which is great and excellent in creation ministers to God’s will. 

Verse 8
Six wings; expressive of swiftness in executing the purposes of God. 

Verse 10
The glory and blessedness of saints in heaven, the clearness with which they discern the will of God, and the alacrity, delight, and perfection with which they obey it, no human language can fully describe, and no man on earth adequately conceive. 

Verse 11
That good pleasure of God which gave birth to creation, and constantly upholds it, awakens the liveliest gratitude in the hearts of his people, and will draw forth to him the most ardent ascriptions of glory and honor, thanksgiving and praise, for ever and ever. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
A book; a scroll, written on both sides to denote the fulness of its contents, rolled up and sealed with seven seals. Compare Ezekiel 2:9-10. The successive opening of the seals represents the gradual unfolding of the counsels of God in the history of this world. This represented the purposes of God with regard to events which were future, and which no one could know except God, and those to whom he should reveal them. 

Verse 2
Loose the seals; so as to read the book, and make known the events described in it. 

Verse 3
No one can understand the designs of infinite love, except so far as Christ shall reveal them. All should therefore look to him as their prophet, as well as their priest and king; that by his word they may be made wise to salvation, and be furnished thoroughly for every good work. 

Verse 4
Look thereon; so as to learn what it contained. 

Verse 5
The Lion of the tribe of Juda; Christ, who sprung from the tribe of Judah, and unites in himself the attributes of the lion and the lamb. 

The Root of David; see note to chap Revelation 22:16. 

Hath prevailed; literally, hath conquered. He has conquered death and hell, been exalted to the right hand of God, and received all power in heaven and earth, in which is included the right to unseal the book of God’s decrees. 

Verse 6
Seven horns; the symbol of perfect power. 

Seven eyes; the symbol of perfect knowledge. They are immediately explained to mean the seven spirits of God; that is, the Holy Spirit in his fulness of wisdom, sent forth by the Father and the Son. John 14:16; John 14:26; John 15:26; John 16:7; Acts 2:33. Exceedingly diverse as well as infinite glories unite in the Son of God: the lion and the lamb; power and meekness; riches and poverty; authority and subjection; majesty and love; dignity and condescension; justice and mercy; holiness and grace. 

Verse 8
The four beasts and four and twenty elders; here, as in verse Revelation 5:14, and in chapter Revelation 4:9-10, the four living ones begin the adoration of God, and then the four and twenty elders follow. 

Golden vials; rather, golden bowls or goblets. The harps, the bowls, and the new song seem to belong to the elders, and not to the four living creatures. Compare verse Revelation 5:14, where the worship of the four living creatures is distinguished from that of the four and twenty elders. 

Which are the prayers; showing the acceptableness to God of humble, believing, affectionate, and fervent prayer. 

Verse 9
A new song; the song of redeeming love, through the atonement and righteousness of Christ. 

Verse 10
Kings and priests; see note to chap Revelation 1:6. 

On the earth; ultimately over all the earth, and for ever in heaven. 

Verse 11
Many angels; they are distinct from the four living creatures, though in a certain sense, included in them as a part of God’s universal creation, just as the multitudes of the redeemed in chap Revelation 7:9; Revelation 14:1; Revelation 15:2; Revelation 19:6, are included in the four and twenty elders, who represent the entire church of God in all ages. 

Verse 12
Power-blessing; let the reader notice the seven ascriptions-power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, blessing-which represent the fulness of adoration given to the Lamb, because in him dwells the fulness of the godhead. 

Verse 13
Every creature; the song of adoration that began with the living creatures and elders, and was then taken up by the angels, now spreads itself through the whole created universe; and as the echo of it comes back to the throne of God, the living creatures say, Amen, and the elders fall down and worship. In paying divine honors to Christ, Christians on earth imitate saints and angels in heaven, and prepare to mingle in their society, join in their employments, and partake of their joys for ever. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Here begin the proper prophecies of the book extending onward from the writer’s day to the end of the world. For the general plan of the series and the principles on which its several parts are to be interpreted. In the present chapter every thing depends on the interpretation of the sixth seal. There are those who suppose that the seven seals and the seven trumpets run, either wholly or in part, parallel with each other in time, each carrying the history of the church and the world down to the era of millennial glory. Such of course apply the sixth seal to the mighty revolutions, commotions, and overturnings that immediately precede the millennial reign of Christ. But it seems impossible to reconcile this view with the plain words of the apostle in chap Revelation 8:1-2, which represent the seven trumpets as included under the seventh seal, and therefore following the sixth. Taking then this latter as the true view, we may inquire to what great event in past history the sixth seal applies. They who suppose that the Apocalypse was written before the destruction of Jerusalem very naturally refer the sixth seal to that awful catastrophe, and they find an interpretation of the five preceding seals in our Saviour’s words which describe the signs preceding that event, Matthew 24:6-14, where the triumphant progress of the gospel amidst wars, famines, earthquakes, pestilences, and bitter persecutions, is set forth, and the great catastrophe itself is described, verse Matthew 24:29, in imagery remarkably agreeing with that of the opening of the sixth seal. If, according to the more usual supposition, this book was written after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, A.D. 70, there are but two events to which the sixth seal can, with any degree of probability, be referred-the overthrow of paganism by Christianity in the first half of the fourth century, or the dissolution of the old Roman empire by the invasion of the northern barbarians. The imagery employed seems more appropriate to the latter event than to the former. If we apply the sixth seal to that mighty revolution by which the fact of the civilized world was permanently changed, it will be best to understand it as representing the dissolution of the old Roman empire, not in its successive stages, but in its entireness; in other words, the breaking up of that great central power which had, for so many centuries, kept the world in subordination, thus preparing the way for the series of desolating invasions from the north which had their origin in the decay of the Roman state, and which completed the work of its destruction. 

One of the four beasts; according to the interpretation of the four living creatures that has been given, that they represent the sum of the created powers and agencies by which God administers his providential government over the world, the call to "come and see" proceeding from them will signify that the events predicted are of a providential character. 

Verse 2
A white horse; here, as in Zechariah 1:8; Zechariah 6:1-8, the horses denote dispensations, the character of which is indicated by their color and the other emblems employed. A white horse is the symbol of victory. The rider plainly represents Christ. It is therefore a symbol of victory and under his guidance, and redounding to the enlargement of his church. 

Verse 4
Red; an emblem of war and bloodshed. Men left without restraint to the indulgence of their lusts and passions, become the tormentors and destroyers of one another. 

Verse 5
Black; a symbol of devastation, mourning, and woe. 

Balances; indicating that food would be but scantily supplied. 

Verse 6
A measure; about enough to sustain a man for a day. 

A penny; the price of a day’s labor. 

Hurt not the oil and the wine; these would be needed to keep men from starving, so great would be the scarcity of food. Men are dependent on God for the blessings of this life, as well as the life to come. Without his aid, the earth will not yield her increase, and men cannot obtain the necessary means of subsistence. 

Verse 8
A pale horse; the original denotes the ghastly paleness of a corpse. By this awful symbol destruction in multiplied forms is indicated. 

Hell; that is, Hades, the abode of the dead. Hades follows death to swallow in its abyss those whom death has slain. 

The fourth part of the earth; see note to chapter Revelation 8:7. 

With sword-hunger-death, and with the beasts of the earth; four destroying agents to slay the fourth part of men. Compare Ezekiel 14:21, from which the imagery is taken; also Jeremiah 15:3, where also four destroyers are named. Not only famine, but pestilence and all destructive judgments are under divine control; and whenever God pleases, he can desolate cities, sweep off nations, and consign their inhabitants to utter ruin. 

Verse 9
The souls of them that were slain; the souls of the martyrs in Christ’s cause represent a period of severe persecution. These are seen under the altar, which may mean either the altar of burnt-offering in the court before the temple, or the altar of incense in the outer sanctuary. If, as seems probably, the altar of burnt-offering is meant, the idea will be that they have been sacrificed on God’s altar as victims in his cause, and their blood poured out beneath it. Those who understand the altar of incense, which was the symbol of intercessory prayer, explain their position from their words as recorded in verse Revelation 6:10. 

Verse 11
White robes; expressive of victory and blessedness. 

Should rest yet for a little season; an intimation that the full time for avenging their blood has not yet come, but that more must first be added to their numbers. Persecutors, by putting Christians to death, do not annihilate them or their influence. 

Verse 12
When he had opened the sixth seal; according to either of the interpretations of this seal above given, the course of events indicated in the preceding five seals had a remarkable fulfilment in history. For an account of the events preceding the overthrow of paganism by Christianity, and of the old Roman empire by the northern invaders, the history of the decline and fall of the Roman empire should be studied, with the fuller commentaries on the Apocalypse, in which the interpretation of these prophetic symbols is discussed at large. 

Verses 12-14
Earthquake-the sun became black-moon became as blood-stars of heaven fell-the heaven departed-every mountain and island were moved; here as often elsewhere, symbols of great commotions, dissolutions of civil governments, fall of illustrious men, and multitudes overwhelmed in ruin. Compare Isaiah 13:10; Isaiah 24:19-20; Isaiah 24:23; Isaiah 34:4; Jeremiah 4:23-25; Ezekiel 32:7-8; Joel 2:12; Joel 3:15-16; Amos 8:9; Matthew 24:29; with the notes on those passages. 

Verse 15
Hid themselves; under the judgments of God, fled, and attempted by concealment to elude the search of their destroyers. 

Verse 16
Full on us, and hide us; representing their great consternation when Christ should appear, in answer to the prayers of the martyrs, to deliver his people and take vengeance on their foes. Compare Hosea 10:8. When Christ comes to take vengeance on his foes, they can neither elude nor withstand him. No dens nor caverns, rocks nor mountains, can hide them; nor can any created power screen them from the indignation of him who sitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
After these things; after the events of the sixth seal. 

The four corners; east, west, north, and south. 

Holding the four winds; restraining the fury of human passions, and producing a period of calmness and quiet. 

Verse 2
Ascending from the east; perhaps as the seat of the rising sun. 

Having the seal; to mark the servants of God, that they might be distinguished from others. 

Verse 3
Hurt not; let not the troubles come till we have placed God’s seal or mark upon his people. Desolating judgments are often delayed for a season, to give opportunity for the spread of the gospel, and for the gathering in of such as embrace it to the church of Christ. 

Verse 4
A hundred and forty and four thousand; a definite is here put for an indefinite, but very large number, who had embraced the gospel and were made partakers of divine grace, and thus were sealed by the Holy Spirit to the day of redemption. 

Of all the tribes of the children of Israel; Israel is here "the Israel of God," including all, whether Jews or Gentiles, who are Abraham’s children in a spiritual sense. In the enumeration of the twelve tribes that follows, Dan is omitted, and Joseph is reckoned once in Manasses and again for Ephraim. None are secure from coming wrath, except those who are born of God, who manifest the fruits of his Spirit, and are thus distinguished as belonging to him. 

Verse 9
Stood before the throne; saved through the preaching of the gospel, not from among the Jews only, but from all nations; showing the spiritual progress of the gospel during the events that have been symbolically set forth. 

Palms; in token of their victory over sin, sorrow, and death. 

Verse 10
Saints in heaven take a deep interest in the concerns, and greatly rejoice in the triumphs of saints on earth, and with them unite in ascribing the glory of their salvation to God and to the Lamb. 

Verse 11
Worshipped God; in view of the wondrous manifestation of himself in the salvation of his people. 

Verse 12
Blessing-and might; notice again the number seven, as in chap Revelation 5:12. 

Verse 13
What; who. 

These; the redeemed sinners whom John saw in heaven. 

Verse 14
Great tribulation; distressing trials which they endured on account of their religion. 

Made them white in the blood of the Lamb; cleansed from sin and made righteous, through faith in the atoning blood and perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 15
Therefore; on account of their union by faith to Jesus Christ, and its effects in purifying their hearts and preparing them for heaven. The ground of human salvation is the atonement of Christ, and faith in him is the means of obtaining it. This is acknowledged by saints on earth and in heaven. 

Verse 16
Hunger no more; endure no more evils of any kind. 

Verse 17
Wipe away all tears; remove all sorrows, and fill them with perfect joy for ever. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
Silence in heaven-half an hour; indicating quiet for a short time, eager expectation of what was to follow, and silent aspirations to God. 

Verse 2
Seven angels; messengers prepared to do the will of God. 

Seven trumpets; instruments of alarm, and indications of approaching wars and desolations. 

Verse 3
Another angel; supposed by many to be the Messenger of the covenant, the High-priest of our profession, Jesus Christ, offering the petitions of this people, and making intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25. These petitions manifestly have reference to the impending judgments that are about to fall on the earth, and so long as they are continued the judgments are delayed, verse Revelation 8:1. The object of the petitions we may understand to be, as in chapter Revelation 6:10, the avenging of the blood of the saints. 

Censer; a pan, or small vessel, in which incense was burnt, and from which arose a smoke of fragrant odor. 

Verse 4
Ascended up before God; in token of the acceptance of their prayers. The prayers of saints being presented by the great interceding Angel, and perfumed with his merits, ascend with acceptance before God, and will be answered in rich and lasting blessings on his friends, and in the ruin of his foes. 

Verse 5
The censer; with which he had offered incense. 

Filled it with fire; a symbol of the divine wrath about to be inflicted on the wicked. 

Cast it into the earth; as the place where the divine judgments were to be executed. 

Voices-earthquake; all symbols and precursors of the coming judgments, and the commotions and overturnings connected with them. 

Verse 6
The seven trumpets; in accordance with the view that has been given above, the four trumpets of the present chapter are commonly understood as emblematic of the successive invasions by which the destruction of the western empire was completed; while the two woe-trumpets that follow in the next chapter relate to the overthrow of the eastern empire by the Saracens and Turks. 

Verse 7
Hail-fire-blood; symbols of slaughter and ruin. 

The third part; a definite part to denote a large part. Compare Ezekiel 5:2; Ezekiel 5:12. 

Verse 9
The third part-died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed; showing that great numbers would perish, business be suspended, and vast amounts of property be destroyed. 

Verse 11
Wormwood; indicating the bitter and fatal distresses which the presence of this star would produce upon the wicked, especially the persecutors of God’s people. Continuance in sin inevitably leads to misery; and the greatness of the numbers, wealth, and power of persevering transgressors will do nothing towards diminishing the certainty, the greatness, or the perpetuity of their torment. 

Verse 12
Third part of the sun-moon-stars; for the darkening of the heavenly bodies as the symbol of the overthrow of nations, see above note to chap Revelation 6:12-14. 

Verse 13
By reason of the other voices; because the calamities which they would indicate would be exceedingly great and destructive. Interpreters generally apply the preceding four trumpets to the four principal invasions of the barbarians-of the Goths under Alaric, of the Vandals under Genseric, of the Huns under Attila, and of the Heruli under Odoacer, extending from about A.D. 410 to A.D. 476. The details must be sought in the history of these times, and in the more extended commentaries on the Apocalypse. However great or long continued the calamities of the wicked in this world, they are only warnings and foretastes of greater and more lasting calamities which, if they continue in sin, they will suffer in the world to come. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 2
A smoke out of the pit; the smoke arising out of the bottomless pit and darkening the sun and the air may be taken as an apt emblem of the Mohammedan delusion. Out of this smoke come the swarms of locusts which well represent the hosts of the Saracens; for these fierce invaders had their origin in this satanic delusion, and were thoroughly animated by its spirit. The star fallen from heaven that opens the bottomless pit will then be Mohammed, the introducer of this pestilent superstition, with all who aided and abetted him in it. The description of the star as fallen from heaven, is thought by many to symbolize the fact that Mohammedism had its occasion in the deep corruption of Christianity that preceded it. 

Verse 3
As the scorpions of the earth have power; see notes to verse Revelation 9:5; Revelation 9:10. Infernal spirits are ever ready, when permitted, to increase the ignorance, wickedness, cruelty, and wretchedness of men. But they are under divine control, and can proceed no further than God, for wise and good reasons, sees fit to suffer them. 

Verse 4
Not hurt the grass-any tree; contrary to the nature of natural locusts, showing that these locusts represent cruel enemies sent by God to scourge those men which have not the seal of God; such as are not true Christians, and have rejected divine truth. 

Verse 5
Five months; the period of the duration of natural locusts. It here denotes a time appointed and limited by God; according to some, 150 years-a day being taken for a year-which was about the period during which the Saracens extended their conquests, though their empire lasted much longer. 

As the torment of a scorpion; compare verse Revelation 9:10. The Saracens were cruel and bigoted conquerors, compelling all to receive their pestilent superstition under the penalty of death or tribute. This seems to be especially the torment of their stings. Wherever they went they left behind them the poison of their false religion. 

Verse 6
Seek death; as a relief from the calamities brought upon them by these cruel invaders. When wicked men here suffer a part only of the evils which their sins deserve, life itself often becomes a burden, and they seek for death to relieve them. But there is effectual and permanent relief only in forsaking their sins and turning heartily to the Lord, who will then abundantly pardon. 

Verses 7-9
Like unto horses-hair-teeth-breastplates-wings; compare the description of locusts in Joel 2:4-5. The Arabs wore their hair long, with turbans of gay colors, which seems to be enigmatically set forth by their having "crowns like gold," and "hair as the hair of women." That a part of the characters given should be intended to identify them from their personal appearance, while another part represents their qualities as warriors, is not unnatural in such a symbolic description as the present. 

Verse 11
A king over them; representing the succession of their caliphs. 

Abaddon-Apollyon; that is, Destroyer, as both names signify. In corrupting and ruining men, the wicked on earth and in hell unite under one great leader; showing that they belong to the same company, are engaged in the same work, and are preparing for the same torment. 

Verse 12
One woe is past; one of the three woes foretold in chapter Revelation 8:13. 

Two woes more hereafter; an intimation of their separation from each other by noticeable intervals of time, while the woes of the first four trumpets came in immediate succession and were partly blended with each other. 

Verse 13
The golden altar; the altar of incense, which stood in the outer sanctuary immediately before the ark of the covenant where God dwelt between the cherubim, and from which it was separated by the inner veil. 

Verse 14
Loose the four angels; representing desolating powers which in the course of providence had been restrained, but were to be suffered for a time to scourge, desolate, and destroy a great portion of the earth. The number four may be here, as in chap Revelation 7:1, a symbol of universality. 

In the great river Euphrates; a symbol of the region whence these four angels should come. The Turks or Othmans, to whom this woe-trumpet seems to refer, came from the vicinity of the Euphrates. 

Verse 15
An hour-a day-a month-a year; that is, 391 days, and the twelfth part of a day-interpreted by many of so many prophetic years during which they should extend their conquests, which ended with the fall of Constantinople, A.D. 1453. God’s messengers of vengeance are often for a season restrained; but when restraint is removed, they commence their work of desolation. 

Verse 16
Two hundred thousand; a definite, for a very large indefinite number. 

Verse 17
Fire-jacinth, and brimstone; of red, purple, and yellow color. Supposed by many to be an enigmatical description of the Othman cavalry, with whom these were favorite colors. 

Verse 18
Fire-smoke-brimstone; symbols of their awfully destructive powers. 

Verse 19
In their tails; like the locusts that preceded them they do injury with their tails, taking up and propagating by force the same pestilent superstition. 

Verse 20
The rest of the men; men in the countries which were overrun by those destroyers who were not killed. 

Repented not; this and the preceding judgment had no influence to bring them to repent of their worship of demons and idols. 

Verse 21
Murders-sorceries-fornication-thefts; by continuing to commit these various crimes, they were ripening for still further manifestations of divine wrath. No judgments of heaven which men endure will, without the grace of God, lead them to repentance, make them holy, or fit them for heaven. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
The tenth and eleventh chapters of the Apocalypse may be regarded as an episode, referring to the history and sufferings of Christ’s church during the time of the preceding woe-trumpets, and until the sounding of the seventh trumpet. 

Angel; this angel seems to be the Son of God, or an emblematical representation of his glory. Compare chap Revelation 1:13-16; Revelation 14:14. 

Clothed with a cloud; chap Revelation 1:7; Revelation 14:14; Matthew 24:30; Acts 1:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 

Verse 2
A little book open; containing the revelations of this and the following chapter to Revelation 11:15, the seventh trumpet. 

Upon the sea, and-on the earth; in token of supreme dominion over both. 

Verse 3
Seven thunders uttered their voices; each thunder containing, like each of the preceding trumpets, a revelation of some coming event. 

Verse 4
Write them not; we cannot therefore know their contents, unless, as some suppose, they are coincident with the seven last plagues. Christ graciously communicates to his people, or gives them the means of learning, all that it is here best they should know; and the knowledge which would only injure them he wisely withholds. 

Verse 6
That there should be time no longer; or, that there should be delay no longer; that is, as immediately explained, no longer after the sounding of the seventh angel. No one of the preceding trumpets has brought a fulfilment of the mystery of God, but the seventh trumpet shall finish it. 

Verse 7
The mystery of God; his glorious plan for overthrowing the kingdom of Satan, and establishing the kingdom of Christ, which is the great theme of the Apocalypse. Though many things which God has promised by his prophets are for a time delayed, yet in due season they will all be perfectly accomplished. Till then his people should labor, and if need be suffer, with patience and in hope. 

Verse 9
Eat it up; a symbol for attentively reading, thoroughly understanding, and diligently considering what it foretold. 

Verse 10
Sweet as honey-bitter; the reception of the revelation was pleasant, but its contents filled him with distress, for they related to the afflictions of God’s people. Compare, for this whole symbol of eating the book, Ezekiel’s eating the roll, Ezekiel 3:1-3. Joys and sorrows will be intermingled in coming events. They should be met as they occur, with submission and gratitude; and if rightly improved, they will both conspire to work out an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

Verse 11
Before many peoples; concerning them, and what should in future befall them. John in his writings was to reach many and remote lands that he himself never visited. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
The present chapter gives the contents of the little book expressed in two striking emblems, the measuring of God’s temple, and the prophesying of the two witnesses. 

A reed like unto a rod-measure the temple-and them that worship; compare Ezekiel 40:3, etc. The holy city, Jerusalem, with its temple and court, represents the body of those who profess Christianity: measuring denotes God’s act of acknowledgment and approval; leaving unmeasured, his act of rejection. The temple and altar therefore, with their attendant worshippers, represent "the Israel of God," whom he owns as his true people; while the outer court of the temple and the city thronged with Gentiles, represent the multitude of both church officers and people who are Christian only in name. The whole symbol represents a period during which there would be some spiritual worshippers among the professed followers of Christ, while multitudes would be given up to spiritual darkness, idolatry, and death. 

Verse 2
Forty and two months; the period of the duration of the beast that rises out of the sea, chapter Revelation 13:5, where see the notes. The time of the trampling under foot of the holy city, and that of the prophesying of the two witnesses, both agree with the continuance of the two beasts of chapter thirteen. The difference in character between sincere worshippers of God and those who oppose him or worship him only in name, he perfectly knows, and he will make a corresponding difference in their condition for ever. 

Verse 3
My two witnesses; representing the few who continued faithful to God during this long period of general apostasy. Two witnesses are probably named, because two were required by the Mosaic law to constitute valid testimony. Deuteronomy 17:6; Deuteronomy 19:15. 

A thousand two hundred and threescore days; 1260 days, the same as "forty and two months," verse Revelation 11:2, reckoning thirty days to a month. 

Clothed in sackcloth; expressive of their afflicted and persecuted condition. 

Verse 4
The two olive-trees-the two candlesticks; compare Zechariah 4:2-6; Zechariah 4:11-14, from which the imagery is taken, but with free changes. Oil is a symbol of divine grace: a lamp replenished with oil and shining brightly, represents the light of a holy life and holy doctrine. The two witnesses are God’s two olive-trees and two candlesticks, because they are the repositories of his grace, and the lights which he has appointed to shine in this dark world. 

Verse 5-6
The images of these two verses represent the jealous care with which God watches over his faithful servants, and the punishment with which he visits their persecutors. 

Fire proceedeth out of their mouth; an allusion to the act of Elijah in calling down fire from heaven. 2 Kings 1:10; 2 Kings 1:12. 

To shut heaven, that it rain not; as Elijah did by his intercession with God. 1 Kings 17:1; James 5:17. 

To turn them to blood-smite the earth with all plagues; as Moses did at God’s command. 

Exodus 7:1-25; Exodus 8:1-32; Exodus 9:1-35; Exodus 10:1-29; Exodus 11:1-10; Exodus 12:1-51. Though God bears long, and for a time bestows many favors upon the wicked, not willing that they should perish, but that they should come to repentance; yet, in the end, if they turn not, he will whet his sword, his hand will take hold on judgment, and there will be none to deliver. Deuteronomy 32:41. 

Verse 7
The beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit; Satan and his emissaries, or persecutors instigated by the evil one. See further on chap Revelation 13:1-18. The word rendered beast here, and in chap Revelation 13:1-18, is a different word in the original from that in chap Revelation 4:6. There it means living creatures; here, a wild, savage beast. 

Shall overcome them, and kill them; the various conjectures concerning the slaying of the witnesses are uncertain. The time has not yet come for the clear understanding of this prophecy. 

Verse 8
The great city; the seat of the persecuting power; supposed to be Rome, or places distinguished for wickedness under her control. 

Verse 9
Three days and a half; a limited and short period. 

Not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves; showing the dishonor and contempt with which the faithful servants of God would be treated, not only while they lived, but after they were dead. 

Verse 10
Make merry; in prospect of being in future freed from the influence of those whom they hated, and had slain. 

Verse 11
The Spirit of life from God entered into them; they were spiritually resuscitated. New and faithful servants of God were raised up, religion greatly revived, and the number of those who embraced it so multiplied, that the blood of the martyrs was seen to be the seed of the church. 

Verse 12
Ascended up to heaven in a cloud; indicating the honor God bestowed upon them, and the special favor with which he treated them. The children of God, in bearing testimony for him, will live till their work is accomplished; and though they should come to a violent and ignominious death even in great numbers, yet God will raise up others to fill their places, cause his kingdom to triumph, clothe his friends with honor, and cover their opposers with confusion and disgrace. 

Verse 13
The same hour; with the resurrection of these witnesses. 

A great earthquake; see note to chap Revelation 6:12-14. 

Slain of men seven thousand; literally, seven thousand names of men, representing a great destruction of the wicked high in power and place, who had hated and killed the saints. Chap Revelation 13:10. 

Verse 15
Great voices in heaven; rejoicing over the rapid and triumphant spread of the gospel. 

Verse 17
In the spread of the gospel and the multiplication of those who embrace it, in the honor of the saints and their triumph over all who oppose them, the inhabitants of heaven greatly rejoice, and render fervent thanksgiving to God. 

Verse 18
The time of the dead, that they should be judged; probably meaning the time when the pious dead, who have been slain for Christ’s sake, shall be avenged. 

Reward-thy servants-and-destroy them which destroy the earth; save his friends and destroy his enemies, especially those who had been engaged in destroying his people. 

Verse 19
The temple of God was opened in heaven; this verse belongs in all probability to the following series of prophecies, which it appropriately introduces. Compare chap Revelation 4:1, "A door was opened in heaven." But here the holy of holies is laid open, where God dwelt between the cherubim of the ark; apparently indicating that the apostle is about to receive a more interior and spiritual view of the condition and conflicts of the church. See the remarks prefixed to the next chapter. 

The ark of his testament; the same as the ark of the covenant. Exodus 25:10-22. It was the symbol of God’s immediate presence, and of the certain fulfilment of his promises. 

Lightnings-thunderings-earthquake, and great hail; emblems of God’s presence, and of the judgments about to be executed on the persecutors of his people. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
With the seventh trumpet the mystery of God was to be finished. Chapter Revelation 10:7. This has already sounded, and "the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ." Chap Revelation 11:15. We cannot therefore, with any degree of probability, suppose that the long series of persecutions and trials predicted in this and the following chapters belongs to the seventh trumpet. Both the numbers contained in these prophecies, and their general character, identify them with those previously recorded. Accordingly there is a general agreement among expositors that the vision here goes back to the primitive days of Christianity, and gives a new series of revelations containing a more interior and spiritual view of the history of the church, that of the preceding series having been more outward and providential. 

A woman; undoubtedly a symbol of God’s church. 

Clothed with the sun; with the glory of Christ’s presence, and the graces of his Spirit. 

The moon; according to some, a symbol of all sublunary things; others, with more reason, regard it as a symbol of the less glory of the Mosaic economy. 

A crown of twelve stars; the twelve apostles of the New Testament, answering to the twelve tribes of the Old. Twelve is the symbol of God’s people. Compare chapter Revelation 21:12; Revelation 21:14, where the twelve angels of the twelve gates represent the twelve tribes of Israel; and the twelve foundations the twelve apostles. We can in this world but faintly conceive the glories with which saints in heaven are crowned, and to which, after their days of trial, all true believers will be for ever exalted. 

Verse 2
Travailing in birth; a symbol of the fruitfulness of the church in times of great trial. Compare Isaiah 54:1; Isaiah 66:8. 

Verse 3
A great red dragon; the pagan Roman empire, considered as the agent of the devil, and animated with his spirit. Red or purple was the distinguishing color of the Roman emperors, as it has since been of the popes and cardinals. 

Seven heads; explained in chap Revelation 17:9, to mean the seven hills of Rome and her seven kings; that is, as commonly interpreted, the seven forms of government which prevailed in Rome. See note to chap Revelation 17:9. 

Ten horns; the ten kingdoms into which the Roman empire was ultimately divided. See Daniel 7:24, where the Roman empire is represented by the same general symbol. Seven crowns upon his heads; not, as afterwards, upon his horns. The Roman empire is always represented in prophecy in its whole duration. But the seven crowns upon its heads indicate that the seat of empire is yet in Rome; not, as afterwards, in the ten kingdoms which rise out of the old empire. Compare chap Revelation 13:1, where the crowns are on the horns, and the explanation of the angel, chap Revelation 17:12. 

Verse 4
Drew the third part of the stars of heaven; probably representing the subjection of the kings and rulers of a large part of the world to the Roman power. The enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, Genesis 3:15, has always existed, and has been manifested in various ways, especially in the persecution by the wicked of the children of God. 

Verse 5
A man-child; this man-child is Christ, the seed of the mystic woman, considered as the head and representative of all his disciples. It includes, therefore, not only him, but all who are through faith united to him. 

Caught up unto God, and to his throne; representing the exaltation of Christ, and through him the protection of his people and their victory over their enemies. 

Verse 6
Fled into the wilderness; spoken here by way of anticipation. See note to verse Revelation 12:14. God is mindful of his people in all their trials, kindly provides for them all the blessings which he sees best, and will one day give them dominion over all the earth. Daniel 7:27. 

Verse 7
War in heaven; representing the conflict for supremacy between the truth of Christianity and the old system of pagan delusion. Michael seems here to represent all the agencies employed by Christ, as the dragon does the devil acting in and through his agents, especially the persecuting emperors and their servants. 

Verse 9
Was cast out; truth and its friends prevailed, and idolatry was overthrown. 

Was cast out into the earth; excluded from his former position of power and office. The dragon in heaven is thought by many to mean the devil enthroned in the chief place of power; the dragon on earth, to mean the devil cast out of that place, but still active against the church Ver Revelation 12:13-17. Whoever may be the instruments of persecuting the people of God, Satan is their leader; they are his servants, and are doing his work. Romans 6:16. 

Verse 10
The accuser of our brethren; Satan, who, so long as he retained his place of power, persecuted and destroyed Christ’s servants by false accusations. In the name here given to Satan, there seems to be an allusion to the manifestation made of his character in the case of Job, chap Revelation 1:9-11; Revelation 2:4-5; and which was again made in the calumnies which he raised against Christians in the primitive ages. 

Verse 11
By the blood of the Lamb-by the word of their testimony; not by carnal weapons, but by faith in the efficacy of Christ’s atonement, and their faithful testimony to his truth. 

Loved not their lives unto the death; would not renounce the truth to save their lives. The children of God will be triumphant, and come off conquerors, and more than conquerors, over all their foes; not by worldly stratagem or force, but by the power of truth and love exemplified in the cross, and set home by the Holy Ghost. 

Verse 12
Great wrath; at his overthrow in heaven. 

A short time; his time to persecute God’s people and hinder the truth. The twelve hundred and sixty days that remain to him are short absolutely, and short in comparison with the ages during which he has been the god of this world. 

Verse 14
Two wings of a great eagle; representing the assistance granted by God to his church, to escape the rage of her persecutors, or to endure and survive it. 

The wilderness; the sojourn of the church in the wilderness agrees with the prophesying of the two witnesses in sackcloth. It is another representation of the same thing. 

A time, and times, and half a time; the same as three years and a half, forty-two months, and twelve hundred and sixty days. See Daniel 7:25. 

Verse 15
The serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman; thought by many to represent the inundation of northern barbarians, by which Satan hoped to overwhelm Christianity. 

Verse 16
The earth helped the woman; these pagan hosts, instead of destroying God’s church, in many ways befriended her. They settled down in the regions conquered by them and embraced Christianity. 

Verse 17
The remnant of her seed; representing those who remained faithful to the truth of the gospel. The manner in which he made war upon them is immediately set forth in the following chapter. Sin unrestrained is outrageous, cruel, and persevering. When the agents of Satan are foiled in one way, they try another; and unless changed by the power of the Holy Ghost, however often they may be disappointed, they will continue their opposition for ever. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
A beast; the symbol of a great evil and persecuting power. 

Out of the sea; out of the troubles, commotions, and revolutions of that period. Compare Daniel 7:2. 

Seven heads-ten horns-ten crowns; it is a continuation of the same great persecuting power that has been described in the preceding chapter, but at a later age, and in another form. The horns now wear the crowns, not the heads, as before, chap Revelation 12:1; indicating that the power has been transferred to them. This beast is then identical with the fourth beast of Daniel’s vision, and represents the ten kingdoms that arose out of the ruins of the old Roman empire. See Daniel 7:24. 

The name of blasphemy; showing his opposition to God and his Christ, and his arrogant assumption of the prerogatives that belong to them. 

Verse 2
Leopard-bear-lion; symbolic of his savage and cruel character, which unites in itself the properties of the three first beasts of Daniel’s vision. Daniel 7:4-6. 

The dragon gave him his power-seat-authority; Satan, who had in past ages made use of pagan Rome as an instrument of persecuting God’s church, now transfers to him the same power and authority to be used against Christians. 

Verse 3
One of his heads as it were wounded to death; smitten with a mortal wound. Of the various interpretations proposed for this difficult passage, that seems most probable which refers it to the extinction of the old Roman empire under the imperial form in the latter part of the fifth century, and its revival again under Charlemagne, who was, at the close of the eighth century, crowned by the Roman pontiff as emperor of Rome under the title of Caesar and Augustus. See further in notes to verses Revelation 13:14-15; chapter Revelation 17:10-11. 

Wondered after the beast; followed him with wonder and homage, as explained in the following verses. Persecutors, when overthrown in one form, often rise in another, and continue, under the instigation and by the aid of Satan, that accuser of the brethren and murderer from the beginning, to prosecute their work of death. 

Verse 4
Worshipped the dragon; by worshipping or paying divine honors to the beast, his agent in persecuting the saints. 

Verse 5
Speaking great things and blasphemies; usurping the prerogatives of God, and subjecting men’s consciences to his control. This beast exerts his power in connection with the second beast, verses Revelation 13:12-15, and the two together usurp God’s place, and require men to pay to them divine honors. Compare 2 Thessalonians 2:4. 

Forty and two months; the same as twelve hundred and sixty days, chap Revelation 11:3, and "a time, and times, and the dividing of time." Chap Revelation 12:14; Daniel 7:25. These days are commonly understood as symbolical of so many years. 

Verse 6
His tabernacle; his people among whom he dwells. 

Them that dwell in heaven; by speaking of them in opposition to their true character, as if they aided in his cruel designs. The mouths which God has made are often opened in blasphemy against him, and the faculties which he has given and preserves, often employed in opposing his cause. 

Verse 7
All kindreds-tongues, and nations; showing the extent of his influence, reaching over a great portion of the world. 

Verse 8
All; the wicked, who inhabit the countries subject to his power, and who have no true religion. There is no security against embracing the most dangerous errors, and joining in the most abominable practices, except in that distinguishing grace of God which leads men to trust in the Redeemer, and in well-doing to commit the keeping of their souls to him. 

Verse 9
Let him hear; consider what is said, and receive the instruction which it is suited to impart; not go with the multitude after the beast, but continue, under all his persecutions, steadfast in the faith and practice of the gospel. 

Verse 10
Shall go into captivity-killed with the sword; the time would come when the persecutors would be destroyed. God would render vengeance to his enemies. Till then, his people, while active and persevering in duty, should wait with patience. When persecutors of God’s people have gone as far as he sees fit to suffer them, and have accomplished what he intended, he will turn his hand against them, and punish them according to their deserts. Jeremiah 25:9-14; Jeremiah 27:6-7; Jeremiah 50:1-19. 

Verse 11
Another beast; representing an ecclesiastical power, pretended ministers of religion uniting with the civil power, described under the first beast, in persecuting the saints. 

Out of the earth; in a quiet, silent way; an exact description of the rise of the spiritual power of the papacy, which grew up stealthily and by degrees. This beast may be considered as including all the other kindred forms of ecclesiastical domination, which arose side by side with the papacy, and constitute with it one vast system of spiritual tyranny. 

Like a lamb; professing to be very mild, meek, and humble. 

Spake as a dragon; showing himself to be the opposite of what he professed to be. 

Verse 12
Exerciseth-the power-and causeth the earth-to worship the first beast; unites his ecclesiastical power with the civil power of the first beast in laboring to accomplish the same cruel, selfish, and wicked designs. 

Verse 13
Doeth great wonders-maketh fire come down; the probable meaning of these words is, that having, by his signs and lying wonders, deceived the multitude and gained control over them, he uses the power thus acquired to destroy, as if by fire from heaven, those who will not submit themselves to his usurped authority. 

Verse 14
An image to the beast; a living representative of his power. According to some, this image represents the succession of Roman pontiffs; but they are rather the representatives of the second beast. Others, therefore, understand the new succession of Roman emperors, referred to in the note to verse Revelation 13:3, who were animated by the spirit of the papacy, and exerted their power in its interest. 

Verse 15
Speak; proclaim and send out his decrees, requiring all to bow to him; and if they will not, causing them to be put to death. Ecclesiastical and civil rulers have often been united in persecuting Christians, and endeavoring to force them to disobey God. 

Verse 16
Causeth all; compels them, under the penalty mentioned in the following verse. 

To receive a mark; a sign to distinguish them as his followers, and as acknowledging his authority. 

Verse 17
That no man might buy or sell; literally fulfilled in the history of the papal power, whose policy has been to place those who would not bow to it under an interdict, deprive them of the means of living, and thus starve them into compliance. Satan often acts as if he were the god of this world, and his subjects as if they had a right to govern it. If men will not submit to them, they treat them as worthy of death; thus usurping the prerogatives of Jehovah, and acting as if they were above him. 

Verse 18
Here is wisdom; wisdom is required, in order to determine to whom the above representations apply, and who is meant by them. 

Let him that hath understanding; of this matter. 

Count the number; of the name of the beast. 

Six hundred threescore and six; the letters which compose the Greek word Lateinos, signifying the Latin man, when used as numerals, make the number six hundred threescore and six. This is the case also with some other names. But in order to be sure that any one is the true name, it must, not only in this, but in other respects, answer the description given of the beast. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
A hundred forty and four thousand; here, as in chap Revelation 7:4; the representatives of the multitude of the redeemed during the times of trouble and persecution that have been foretold. 

His Father’s name written in their foreheads; in contrast with the worshippers of the beast, who have his mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads. Chap Revelation 13:16. 

Verse 3
A new song; the song of redemption through the blood of the Lamb. Whatever trials believers may suffer in this world, through the aid of their great High-priest and Intercessor they will all arrive safely in heaven, and their arrival will awaken songs of thanksgiving throughout all the hosts above. 

Verse 4
Not defiled with women; with spiritual fornication; compare chap Revelation 17:1-18, where the apostate church is represented as a harlot, and her followers as those who commit fornication with her. 

Virgins; espoused to Christ as chaste virgins. 2 Corinthians 11:2. 

First-fruits; those who had first been converted, and were the earnest of multitudes who were to follow. 

Verse 5
Without fault; having been sanctified and presented spotless before God. Judges 1:24. 

Verses 6-11
Now follow three visions, representing the rapid and wide spread of the gospel through the whole earth, the fall of the mystic Babylon, and the punishment of her adherents. With the dawn of the Reformation began the fulfilment of these promises, and it is progressing in our day. 

Verse 7
Worship him; worship God. This is said in contrast with the worship of the beast. The persecution of saints even unto death is often followed by a rapid and extensive spread of the gospel, and the greatest rage of opposers by their speedy and utter ruin. 

Verse 8
Babylon; compare Isaiah 21:9. Babylon was the chief seat of persecution against the church of God under the Old Testament; and this name is given to the chief seat of such persecutions under the New Testament. 

Is fallen; an announcement of the overthrow of this great persecuting power. 

Drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication; Babylon is compared to a harlot holding in her hand a wine-cup of wrath, and making all nations drunk with it. The figure is taken from Jeremiah 25:15-28, where God, through the literal Babylon, administers to the nations the wine-cup of his fury. The meaning is, that the mystic Babylon, by seducing the nations to commit spiritual fornication with her, brings upon them the wrath of God. For this sin her doom is here foretold. 

Verse 9
Worship the beast and his image; see note to chap Revelation 13:14. We have here the ecclesiastical uniting with the civil power in killing the saints who refused to submit to him. 

Verse 10
The wine of the wrath of God; the effect of God’s wrath is here, as often elsewhere, compared to a wine-cup, which produces in those who drink of it reeling and madness. 

Verse 11
Union with opposers of God and his cause, for the sake of avoiding present evil, or obtaining fancied good, is aggravated sin, and will be followed with awful punishment. 

Verse 12
The patience of the saints; of those who should stand out against all the blandishments, wiles, and threats of the beast and his image, continuing steadfast in the faith of Christ, though it should cost them the sacrifice of life. The words contain a solemn intimation of the severe trials to which God’s faithful servants would be subjected during the reign of the beast. 

Verse 13
From henceforth; they entered immediately into rest, and were blessed. Of course there was no purgatory for them to pass through; but when absent from the body, they were present with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8. There is, to saints, no state either of insensibility or of suffering after death, but they enter at once into rest. The day they leave the body they are happy with Christ. Luke 23:43. 

Verses 14-20
Now follows a double vision representing the execution of God’s vengeance upon the persecutors of his people. 

A white cloud; the symbol of Christ’s presence in power and great glory to take vengeance on the wicked. Compare note to chap Revelation 10:1. 

A golden crown; to signify that he is "King of kings, and Lord of lords." Chap Revelation 17:14; Revelation 19:16. 

A sharp sickle; here, as in Joel 3:13, the ripeness of the harvest and vintage indicates that the measure of man’s wickedness is full, and the reaping is a symbol of the execution of God’s wrath. 

Verse 15
Another angel came out of the temple; the dwelling-place of Jehovah, signifying that he was the bearer of a message from Him. 

Verse 17
Another angel came out of the temple; having a commission immediately from God. 

Verse 18
The altar; apparently the altar of burnt-offering. 

Fire; the symbol of God’s destroying wrath. Both saints and sinners are continued in this world till they are fully ripe, the one for endless bliss, and the other for endless woe. 

Verse 19
Wine-press of the wrath of God; the treading of grapes is expressive of his vengeance upon his enemies. 

Verse 20
Without the city; apparently the holy city Jerusalem, which represents the people of God; signifying that they will be exempted from this awful judgment. 

Blood-even unto the horse-bridles; showing the greatness of the slaughter, and of the multitudes who perished. 

A thousand and six hundred furlongs; two hundred Roman miles. Some have supposed an allusion to the length of Palestine; others, to the extent of the pope’s dominions in Italy. But all such conjectures are uncertain. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
Seven last plagues; those which would accomplish the wrath of God against the beast, and result in his final and utter overthrow. Whether these seven plagues are a more detailed account of the harvest and vintage described in the preceding chapter, or follow after them as additional judgments, can be known only by their fulfilment. 

Verse 2
Sea of glass mingled with fire; a smooth, transparent pavement, clear as crystal, variegated with fiery colors. Chap Revelation 4:6. Another glorious vision of the redeemed in heaven is granted to the apostle, to show that during all this period of abounding wickedness, God was still gathering home his faithful servants to the rest and blessedness of his presence. 

Verse 3
The song of Moses-and-of the Lamb; praising and adoring God for his deliverance of his people from Egyptian bondage by Moses, and from the bondage of sin by Christ, and for his victories over all their foes. 

Verse 4
The salvation of the righteous and the destruction of the wicked are both from God. One is a display of his grace, the other of his justice; and in both he is glorious, blessed, and worthy of everlasting confidence, affection, and praise. 

Verse 5
The tabernacle of the testimony; the holy of holies, the peculiar dwelling place of God. 

Verse 6
Came out of the temple; expressive of their being commissioned and sent of God. 

Verse 7
One of the four beasts gave; we seem to have here an intimation that these seven last plagues proceed from the all-comprehending providence of God. Compare Ezekiel 10:2; Ezekiel 10:6-7. 

Verse 8
Smoke; the symbol of God’s presence, as a holy and jealous God prepared to execute vengeance on the wicked. 1 Kings 8:10; Isaiah 6:4. 

No man was able to enter; because of the smoke: alluding to the cloud which covered the tabernacle, and filled the temple when they were dedicated. Exodus 40:34-35; 1 Kings 8:10-11. Though God often waits long upon the wicked and his judgments seem to linger, in due time they will come; and continuance in sin against all warnings and entreaties will bring inevitable and overwhelming destruction. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
Out of the temple; coming from the temple, where God dwelt. Men are apt to look no further than to second causes; but the holy Scriptures refer all the judgments which fall upon the world for its wickedness to God as their author. They come from him, and execute his holy purposes. 

Pour out the vials of the wrath of God; the seven last plagues belong to the seventh trumpet, under which, or at least, near to which, we seem to be living. To attempt the application of them to particular events in history, seems to be premature. 

Upon the earth; upon the inhabitants of the earth, especially the persecutors of God’s people. All the seven vials belong alike to the inhabitants of the earth, whatever be the particular symbols on which they are poured out. 

Verse 2
Upon the earth; signifying that some distressing judgment falls on the worshippers of the beast. Men are so entirely in the hands of God, he can in so many ways and with such perfect ease destroy them, that it is the height of folly as well as wickedness to oppose his cause, or to refuse his grace. 

Verse 3
Upon the sea; probably here, as often elsewhere, a symbol of revolutions accompanied with a terrible amount of bloodshed, and preparing the way for the overthrow of the beast. 

Verse 4
The rivers and fountains-became blood; seeming to indicate a succession of bloody wars. 

Verse 5
The angel of the waters; that had charge of the waters. Compare chap Revelation 7:1, where four angels have charge of four winds. 

Verse 6
They are worthy; deserve their awful doom. Men often suffer calamities greater than those they have wickedly inflicted, and may read their sins in their punishment. 

Verse 7
Out of the altar; under which are the souls of the martyrs whose blood has been shed by these persecutors. Chap Revelation 6:9. 

Verse 8
Upon the sun; not extinguishing him, but kindling in him an unnatural and scorching heat. The symbol, according to some, denotes the turning of civil power into a means of oppressing men. 

Verse 9
They repented not; they grew no better under their torment, being given up to hardness of heart and blindness of men. The elements, which ordinarily are sources of rich blessings, become, when commissioned by God, sources of exquisite anguish to his foes. 

Verse 10
The seat of the beast; the centre of his power, authority, and influence. 

They; his followers. 

Verse 12
The great river Euphrates-the water thereof was dried up; that thus the hinderance to the way of the kings of the east might be removed. Many think that the decay of the Ottoman power, as a preparation for some great movement yet in the future, is here predicted. Compare the notes on the sixth trumpet, chap Revelation 9:13-21. 

Verse 13
Like frogs; loathsome, creeping, unclean things. 

The dragon; the devil. See note to chap Revelation 12:3. 

The beast; the first beast that rose up out of the sea. chap Revelation 13:1. 

The false prophet; the second beast that rose out of the earth, chap Revelation 13:11, was in league with the first beast, chap Revelation 13:12-15, and wrought miracles before him. 

That this beast is here to be understood is certain from chap Revelation 19:20. Here then is represented a league between the civil and ecclesiastical persecuting powers under the direction of Satan, and the three frogs seem to denote their emissaries and agents, exciting the nations to a general warfare against Christ and his people. This brings on the final decisive conflict so often foretold in the holy writ, and again set forth in chap Revelation 19:11-21. There are times when certain forms of spiritual delusion seem contagious. Nations become morally insane. Satan and his servants, the secular and ecclesiastical persecuting powers, send out their vile agents to revive their drooping interests, increase their influence, and concentrate their powers. But the final issue will always be a new victory of the truth. 

Verse 14
That great day of God; when he will inflict full vengeance on his foes. Satan and wicked men are leagued together, and cooperate in opposing God; and often the greater their efforts the nearer they are to destruction. 

Verse 15
As a thief; suddenly, unexpectedly. A solemn intimation that the day here spoken of will come suddenly and unexpectedly, and find multitudes unprepared for its approach. 

Watcheth, and keepeth his garments; is awake and active in duty. 

Lest he walk naked; as a man would whose garments, through his carelessness, had been stolen. 

Verse 16
He gathered them; or, as the idiom of the original Greek admits, they gathered them; the three unclean spirits, namely, "which go forth"-the verb in the original is here also singular-"unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them," verse Revelation 16:14. 

Armageddon; that is, the mount of Megiddo. The Hebrew word Megiddo seems to mean a place of troops. Megiddo was celebrated as the place of two memorable overthrows: that of the kings who oppressed Israel, Judges 5:19; and that of Josiah and his army, 2 Chronicles 35:22-24 Zechariah 12:11. Hence Armageddon, like "the valley of decision," Joel 3:14, is a symbolic name for a place of great slaughter. Compare Revelation 19:17-21. 

Verse 17
Into the air; the place of storms and tempests, which immediately follow, verses Revelation 16:18; Revelation 16:21, and are, as well as earthquakes, symbolic of mighty commotions and overturnings among the nations. 

It is done; the destruction of the enemies of God is complete. So certain was it, that he spoke of it as already accomplished. 

Verse 19
The great city; Babylon. 

The cities of the nations; these with Babylon represent the centres of the power and influence of Satan, the beast, false prophet, and all their anti-christian associates. 

Great Babylon; see chap Revelation 17:5. 

Verse 20
Every island fled away-the mountains were not found; representing the overthrow by mighty revolutions of all the powers opposed to Christ and his people. 

Verse 21
A great hail; a symbol of God’s awful judgments on the wicked. 

The weight of a talent; the Attic talent was equal to about fifty-seven pounds; the Hebrew talent to more than a hundred pounds. The weight of the stones represents the awful severity of the judgments. No sufferings, however great or long continued, will of themselves bring sinners to repentance, or lead them to submit to God and obey him. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verse 1
After the accomplishment of the mystery of God by the pouring out of the seven vials, the prophet has a further and more particular vision of the same great persecuting power whose doom has been foretold. He is carried by one of the seven angels into the wilderness, and there sees a harlot riding upon a scarlet-colored beast, which is manifestly the same as the beast that rose out of the sea. Chap Revelation 13:1. A harlot is the appropriate symbol of an apostate church, and her riding upon the beast represents the fact that the beast supports her, and she uses it for the accomplishment of her base purposes. She is therefore the same for substance as the two-horned beast that "exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him." Chap Revelation 13:11-12. 

The great whore; the great persecuting power, whose destruction had been foretold; called by this name on account of her awfully corrupting influence. 

Sitteth upon many waters; ruleth over many nations. Verse Revelation 17:15. 

Verse 2
Have committed fornication; by their idolatrous devotion to her service. 

Made drunk with the wine of her fornication; an allusion to the wine-cup which harlots give to their deluded votaries. The meaning is that the inhabitants of the earth have been deluded, corrupted, and made wretched by her errors, vices, and control. The wicked character and seductive influence of those who have been distinguished for their persecutions of God’s people, he had represented under a great variety of images; all suited to show their detestable character, and lead all the right-minded to abhor them. 

Verse 3
Into the wilderness; probably to be understood symbolically of the fact that her presence makes a spiritual wilderness. 

A woman; representing this idolatrous persecuting power, who, with all deceivableness of unrighteousness, by pretended miracles, shows, splendid decorations, indulgences, jubilees, and blandishments of various sorts, had been deceiving and enslaving the nations, promising all good to those who should follow, and all evil to those who should oppose her. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12; 1 Timothy 4:1-3. 

Scarlet-colored; scarlet is the well-known color of popes and cardinals. 

Seven heads and ten horns; see below on verses Revelation 17:9-12. 

Verse 4
Purple-scarlet-gold-and pearls; indicating her vast wealth and luxury, and the gorgeous and splendid decorations by which she dazzled and captivated the deluded multitude. Great external parade, pomp, and show are given in the Bible as characteristics of that corrupt secular and ecclesiastical power denominated antichrist, the mystery of iniquity, the beast, the great whore, the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth. 

Verse 5
Mystery; apparently indicating the symbolic character of her name. 

Verse 6
Drunken with the blood of the saints, and-martyrs of Jesus; expressive of the vast multitude whom she, by her inquisitions, wars, and in various other ways had caused to be put to death, because they would not yield to her seductions. 

I wondered; at the revelation which was made, and at the shameless and awful wickedness revealed of this mystery of iniquity. Another characteristic is, while professing to have the temper of a lamb, and to be allied to heaven, it shows by its acts the heart of a dragon, instigated from hell. It has put to death, as heretics and schismatics, so many of the humble, believing followers of Jesus Christ, that it is described as drunken with their blood. 

Verse 8
Was, and is not-shall ascend-go into perdition; the beast is the Roman power considered through the whole of its duration. It was, as the old Roman empire, and in this form it was destroyed and ceased to be; then it ascended out of the bottomless pit as papal Rome, and in this form it shall finally go into perdition. 

Shall wonder; wonder after the beast, chap Revelation 13:3; that is, shall follow him with idolatrous admiration. 

When they behold the beast; during the continuance of the beast, or this persecuting power, in its last form and before its final destruction. There is no certain security, except to the true children of God, against the seductive arts and fascinating influence of that power which is represented as the great whore, on a scarlet-colored beast, arrayed in purple, and decked with gold, precious stones, and pearls, and with her wine making the nations drunk. 

Verse 9
Hath wisdom; to understand the meaning of this description, and to whom it properly applies. 

Seven mountains; on which Rome, the seat of her empire and that of the beast which supported her, was built. 

Verse 10
And there are seven kings; the seven heads signify also seven kings. This is understood by many as representing the seven forms of civil government which prevailed in Rome-kings, consuls, dictators, decemvirs, military tribunes, emperors, and the exarchate of Ravenna; for here, as in verse Revelation 17:12, a king denotes not an individual, but a succession of rulers. 

Five are fallen; the first five of the above list; which are those enumerated by the historian Livy, as having existed in his day. 

One is; the imperial form. 

When he cometh; when the last king cometh, that is, the last form of government. 

Verse 11
The beast that was, and is not; that is, the beast in his last form ascending out of the bottomless pit, verse Revelation 17:8. 

Is the eighth; in the order of succession, since he comes after the other seven. 

Is of the seven; he belongs to them, as being a continuation of the same power which they have exercised before him. 

Verse 12
Ten kings; ten governments, which should arise out of the ruins of the old Roman empire. 

One hour; through one period of time. 

With the beast; their rise is coincident with that of the beast. At first they give their power to the beast; but afterwards they turn against it. 

Verse 14
Make war with the Lamb; act in open and deadly hostility to Christ and his cause. 

Verse 16
The ten horns which thou sawest; that nations which for a time supported the persecuting power. 

Shall hate the whore-make her desolate-eat her flesh, and burn her with fire; shall turn against her, and help to destroy the persecuting power which she represented. Though she may for a time and to a great extent succeed in deceiving the nations, yet it will be only so long as God shall suffer it, and till his word concerning it is fulfilled. Then many will be undeceived, see their folly and her abominations, and turn in wrath against her, and she shall come to her end and have none to help her. 

Verse 17
The words of God; those which he has uttered concerning the wickedness of this beast, or persecuting power. 

Verse 18
That great city; Rome; those who there exerted influence and exercised dominion over Italy, and over a great portion of the earth. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verse 1
The present chapter contains a vision of the fall of the mystic Babylon, expressed in magnificent imagery, taken mainly from the prophecies of the overthrow of Babylon and Tyre contained in the Old Testament. 

Another angel; coming to herald the fall of Babylon. The glory in which he appears represents the bright and glorious displays of Christ’s power connected with her overthrow. 

Verse 2
The habitation of devils-every foul spirit-every unclean and hateful bird; the meaning is that Babylon is abandoned, as a place utterly desolated and uninhabited, to be the abode of these unclean beings. Compare what is said of ancient Babylon, Isaiah 13:21-22; Jeremiah 50:39; and of Edom, Isaiah 34:11-15. From these passages the imagery is plainly taken. Bodies of men, as well as individuals, are responsible to God for their conduct; and when they have filled up the measure of their sins, and he comes out in judgment, no numbers, wealth, or power can withstand or ward off his wrath. 

Verse 3
Have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication; see note to chap Revelation 17:2. Babylon is represented as a rich, powerful, and luxurious harlot, enriching the nations by her commerce with them, while she corrupts them by her fornications. Compare Isaiah 47:1-15; Nahum 3:4. 

Verse 4
Come out of her, my people; separate yourselves from her, and have no fellowship with her errors and crimes. Compare Jeremiah 51:6; Jeremiah 51:45. To avoid communion with those who oppose the truth and persecute the people of God, is the only way to escape the ruin which awaits them. 

Verse 5
Have reached unto heaven; compare Jeremiah 51:9. 

Verse 6
Reward her-as she rewarded you-fill to her double; Psalms 137:8; Jeremiah 50:15; Jeremiah 50:29. Compare with these verses Isaiah 47:8-9. 

Verse 8
Burned with fire; expressive of the certainty, dreadfulness, and completeness of her ruin. 

Verses 9-19
This description of the articles in which Babylon trafficked with the nations, and the lamentation of the kings and merchants of the earth over her fall, agrees in many respects with the prophecy of the overthrow of Tyre in Ezekiel, chaps Ezekiel 26:1-21; Ezekiel 27:1-35, which should be read in connection with it. We are not to insist on the particulars enumerated. The whole is a picture of her great wealth and the abundance of her resources. 

Verses 10-19
Alas, alas; showing the vast interests which multitudes of the votaries of wealth, fashion, and pleasure had in her continuance, and their disappointment, sorrow, vexation, and despair at her downfall. 

Verse 15
Men who grow rich by wickedness exceedingly desire its continuance; and when their wicked patrons are cut off, they wail at the ceasing of their gains. 

Verse 20
Rejoice; all the good on earth and in heaven will exult when her power to injure ceases. Events which bring consternation to the wicked fill the righteous with joy; not because they delight in the misery of the wicked, but because God is holy, just, and good in all his judgments. 

Verse 21
Took up a stone-cast it into the sea; an allusion to Jeremiah 51:63-64. 

Verse 22
The sound of a millstone; compare Jeremiah 25:10. The orientals grind their meal daily in hand-mills. The cessation of the sound of the millstone is therefore a sign of utter desolation. 

Verse 23-24
All nations deceived-the blood of prophets-saints, and of all that were slain; deceitfulness and cruelty were among her grand characteristics; and for them and her other numerous sins she is visited with these awful judgments. 

Verse 24
The persecution of Christians by rulers or people, civil or ecclesiastical, even if in compliance with human laws, is never overlooked or forgotten by Jehovah. It is an aggravated sin, which in due time he will surely punish. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verse 1
The apostle hears the multitude of the heavenly hosts rejoicing over the fall of Babylon, and sees the bride, the Lamb’s wife, arrayed in white linen, ready for the consummation of her marriage to her Lord. After this he has another vision, of the final conflict between Christ and the powers of darkness, which ends in their utter overthrow and the ushering in of the age of millennial peace and glory. 

Alleluia; in Hebrew, hallelujah; meaning, praise ye the Lord. 

Verse 3
For ever and ever; expressive of the perpetuity of her torment. 

Verse 4
Amen; Alleluia; be it so, praise ye the Lord; showing their hearty acquiescence in the infliction of his judgments. 

Verse 6
Hearty acquiescence in all the dealings of God is the duty of all creatures, and the delight of all the holy. 

Verse 7
The marriage of the Lamb; the church has been from the first espoused to Christ as a chaste virgin, but now he takes her into full union with himself, and thus gives her rest from all her conflicts and sufferings. 

His wife; representing the multitude of his faithful followers. She appears as a bride arrayed in pure and white linen, in contrast with the filthy harlot of Rome described in chap Revelation 17:1-18. 

Verse 8
Is the righteousness of saints; representing their righteousness. 

Verse 9
They which are called unto the marriage-supper; as the bride represents the faithful people of God taken as a whole, so they which are called to the marriage-supper represent the faithful servants of Christ considered individually. 

Verse 10
Do it not; no creature is to be worshipped. 

And of thy brethren; that is, and the fellow-servant of thy brethren. 

Worship God; and him only shalt thou serve. Matthew 4:10. 

The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy; the grand scope and end of the spirit of prophecy is to bear witness concerning Jesus. With this spirit John was endowed as well as the angel. They were in this respect alike; one therefore was not to worship the other, for they were fellow-servants-each by prophecy making known the testimony of Christ. As no creature in heaven or on earth is to be worshipped, as men are commanded to worship God only, and as both men and angels do worship Christ, and that in obedience to divine command, it is certain that he is God. John 1:1; Hebrews 1:6; Revelation 5:13. 

Verse 11
Heaven opened; in token of still further communications which were to be made of the purposes of Christ. The final conflict here described seems to be identical with "the battle of that great day of God Almighty," chap Revelation 16:14. There the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet gather their hosts into the valley of Armageddon. Here the beast and the false prophet are taken and cast into the lake of fire; and then, chap Revelation 20:1-3, the dragon, who had instigated this war against Christ, is bound and cast into the bottomless pit for a thousand years. There also, as here, the conflict is immediately followed by the complete triumph of Christ and his reign over men. Compare chap Revelation 16:17; with chap Revelation 20:1-3. 

A white horse; here, as in chap Revelation 6:2, the symbol of victory over his foes. 

Faithful and True; he is Jesus Christ, "the faithful and true Witness." Chap Revelation 3:14. 

He doth judge and make war; compare Isaiah 11:3-4, where the same attributes and works are ascribed to the Messiah. 

Verse 12
That no man knew, but he himself; the apostle saw in vision the name, but no one save its divine bearer could know it. The meaning, according to some, is, that it was a secret inscription which Christ only could read. Others suppose it to be the name given in verse Revelation 19:13 -"The Word of God"-which might be read outwardly, while no one but Christ could comprehend its meaning, since the name contains the deep mystery of his nature and office. 

Verse 13
He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood; compare Isaiah 63:1-3, and notes. 

His name is-The Word of God; applied here, as in John 1:1, to the second person of the god-head. 

Verse 14
The armies which were in heaven; representing the multitude of Christ’s redeemed followers. 

Verse 15
Out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword; see note to chap Revelation 1:16. 

He treadeth the wine-press; for the symbol of treading the wine-press, see note to chap Revelation 14:19-20; Isaiah 66:3. 

Verse 16
King of kings, and Lord of lords; indicating his universal and supreme dominion. The supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ, and his determination to crush his enemies and save his friends, are most clearly revealed in the Bible; and in his manifestations of himself, all will see that he is a just God and an almighty Saviour. 

Verse 17
The supper of the great God; which the great God prepares for you; representing the immense destruction of his enemies, on the flesh of whom the fowls of heaven were invited to feed. The imagery is taken from Ezekiel 39:17-20, where God invites all the feathered fowl and wild beasts to come to the table which he has provided for them. 

Verse 20
The beast; the first beast, described in chap Revelation 13:1. 

The false prophet; the same as the second beast, chap Revelation 13:11. 

Verse 21
The remnant; of the armies that followed them, verse Revelation 19:19. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verse 2
Satan; though his agents, the beast, the false prophet, and those who cooperated with them, had been destroyed, Satan still lived, and if permitted, would tempt men to persecute the church. 

Verse 3
That he should deceive the nations no more; not be permitted to have influence over men, to seduce them into error, tempt them to sin, or afflict them by persecution. 

He must be loosed; again suffered to tempt men, excite their evil passions, and influence them to array themselves against Christ and his cause. Though Satan is a powerful, malignant, and artful spirit, who has for ages deceived the nations and led vast multitudes to ruin, yet he is under divine control. He can go no further than God shall suffer: when God sees best, He can bind, imprison, and so restrain him, that men shall no longer be under his influence, or annoyed by his wiles. 

Verse 4
Thrones, and they sat upon them; representing the exalted and favored state of the friends of God. 

The souls of them; that were put to death for their attachment to Christ. 

They lived; best understood figuratively as meaning that they lived in the persons of their successors, as Elijah came and lived in the person of John. Malachi 4:5; Matthew 11:14; Matthew 17:10-13. The men who lived during the thousand years were men of like spirit with those martyrs who suffered for the cause of Jesus, as John was of like spirit with Elijah. 

Verse 5
The rest of the dead lived not again; those who were put to death for their opposition to Christ being destroyed by him, chap Revelation 19:20-21, there would be none to persecute the followers of Christ till the close of the thousand years; then such men would again be found, as described in verses Revelation 20:7-9. 

21 Chapter 21 

22 Chapter 22 

Verse 14
The city; the heavenly city, the new Jerusalem, the eternal abode of God and his people. 

Verse 15
Dogs-and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie; a description of various classes of sinners, including all who do not love, believe, and obey the truth. Dogs represent here the rapacious and unclean. Compare Philippians 3:2. Much of the future misery of the wicked will spring from the character and conduct of their associates. In this world the wicked are mutual tempters; in the world to come they will be mutual tormentors. 

Verse 16
The root and the offspring of David; these words are commonly interpreted to mean that Christ is the root of David-the ground of his being-in respect to his divine nature; and his offspring in respect to his human nature. Compare Psalms 110:1; Matthew 22:42-46; Acts 2:34-36. But a comparison with Isaiah 11:1, to which there is a plain reference, leads rather to the idea that Christ is called the root and offspring of David as growing out of his root; that is, as being his true progeny according to the promises of the Old Testament. 

The-morning star; ushering in upon his people the splendors of eternal day. 

Verse 17
The bride; the church of Christ. 

Come; come unto Christ, and receive freely the blessings of eternal life. Matthew 11:28-30; Isaiah 45:22. As the Holy Spirit, the church, and Jesus Christ invite sinners to come to him, all should accept and echo the invitation, and publish it, as far as possible, in every language of every people, that whosoever will may come to Christ, and receive of him the free, gracious gift of eternal life. 

Verse 18
Add unto these things; unto the words of this prophecy; and by parity of reason, shall add to any part of divine revelation what God has not revealed. 

Verse 19
Take away from the words of-this prophecy; take away a part of what God has revealed, and reject it as not inspired by him. See note to the preceding verse. To attempt to require of men what God does not require, or to absolve them from what he does require, is a great sin, and exposes those who practise it to his endless curse. 

Verse 20
He; Jesus Christ. 

I come quickly; to call each one to give an account of his stewardship, and to enter, according to his conduct and character, on the retributions of eternity. Whatever we do for our own salvation, or that of others, we must do soon; for in the grave to which we are hastening, there is no work. Ecclesiastes 9:10. 

Verse 21
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; a desire and prayer that Christ’s divine favor might be bestowed upon those for whom the apostle wrote, according to all their wants for time and eternity. However poor, polluted, and wretched any may be, through the grace of Christ and by trusting in him all may be rich, holy, and happy for ever. May his grace be the portion of the writer, and all the readers, for the Redeemer’s sake; and to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost shall be the glory for ever. Amen. 

